
Taken straight from the Ohio Attorney General’s
Handbook on CCW Laws.

Open Carry
Ohio’s concealed carry laws do not regulate “open” carry of firearms. If you openly carry, 
use caution. The open carry of firearms is a legal activity in Ohio.

Taken from ORC

9.68 Right to bear arms - challenge to law.

(A) The individual right to keep and bear arms, being a fundamental individual right that
predates  the  United  States  Constitution  and  Ohio  Constitution,  and  being  a
constitutionally protected right in every part of Ohio, the general assembly finds the need
to  provide  uniform  laws  throughout  the  state  regulating  the  ownership,  possession,
purchase,  other  acquisition,  transport,  storage,  carrying,  sale,  or  other  transfer  of
firearms, their components, and their ammunition. Except as specifically provided by the
United States Constitution, Ohio Constitution, state law, or federal law, a person, without
further license, permission, restriction, delay, or process, may own, possess, purchase,
sell, transfer, transport, store, or keep any firearm, part of a firearm, its components, and
its ammunition.

(B) In addition to any other relief provided, the court shall award costs and reasonable
attorney fees to any person, group, or entity that prevails in a challenge to an ordinance,
rule, or regulation as being in conflict with this section.

(C) As used in this section: 

(1)  The  possession,  transporting,  or  carrying of  firearms,  their  components,  or  their
ammunition include, but are not limited to, the possession, transporting, or carrying,
openly or concealed on a person’s person or concealed ready at hand, of firearms, their
components, or their ammunition.

(2) “Firearm” has the same meaning as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code.

(D) This section does not apply to either of the following:

(1)  A  zoning  ordinance  that  regulates  or  prohibits  the  commercial  sale  of  firearms,
firearm  components,  or  ammunition  for  firearms  in  areas  zoned  for  residential  or
agricultural uses;

(2) A zoning ordinance that specifies the hours of operation or the geographic areas
where the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms
may occur, provided that the zoning ordinance is consistent with zoning ordinances for
other retail establishments in the same geographic area and does not result in a de facto
prohibition of the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for
firearms in areas zoned for commercial, retail, or industrial uses.

Effective Date: 03-14-2007

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2923.11


2917.31 Inducing panic.

(A) No person shall cause the evacuation of any public place, or otherwise cause serious
public inconvenience or alarm, by doing any of the following:

(1) Initiating or circulating a report or warning of an alleged or impending fire, explosion,
crime, or other catastrophe, knowing that such report or warning is false;

(2) Threatening to commit any offense of violence;

(3) Committing any offense, with reckless disregard of the likelihood that its commission
will cause serious public inconvenience or alarm.

(B) Division (A)(1) of this section does not apply to any person conducting an authorized
fire or emergency drill.

(C)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of inducing panic.

2917.01 Inciting to violence.
(A) No person shall knowingly engage in conduct designed to urge or incite another to 
commit any offense of violence, when either of the following apply:

(1) The conduct takes place under circumstances that create a clear and present danger 
that any offense of violence will be committed;

(2) The conduct proximately results in the commission of any offense of violence.

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of inciting to violence. If the offense of 
violence that the other person is being urged or incited to commit is a misdemeanor, 
inciting to violence is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offense of violence that 
the other person is being urged or incited to commit is a felony, inciting to violence is a 
felony of the third degree.

Effective Date: 07-01-1996

2917.11 Disorderly conduct.

(A) No person shall recklessly cause inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm to another by
doing any of the following:

(1) Engaging in fighting, in threatening harm to persons or property, or in violent or
turbulent behavior;

(2) Making unreasonable noise or an offensively coarse utterance, gesture, or display or
communicating unwarranted and grossly abusive language to any person;

(3) Insulting, taunting, or challenging another, under circumstances in which that conduct
is likely to provoke a violent response;

(4) Hindering or preventing the movement of persons on a public street, road, highway,
or right-of-way, or to, from, within, or upon public or private property, so as to interfere
with the rights of others, and by any act that serves no lawful and reasonable purpose of
the offender;



(5) Creating a condition that is physically offensive to persons or that presents a risk of
physical harm to persons or property, by any act that serves no lawful and reasonable
purpose of the offender.

2921.45 Interfering with civil rights.

(A) No public servant, under color of his office, employment, or authority, shall knowingly
deprive, or conspire or attempt to deprive any person of a constitutional or statutory
right.

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of interfering with civil rights, a misdemeanor
of the first degree.

Effective Date: 01-01-1974

2921.31 Obstructing official business.

(A) No person, without privilege to do so and with purpose to prevent, obstruct, or delay
the performance by a public official of any authorized act within the public official’s official
capacity, shall do any act that hampers or impedes a public official in the performance of
the public official’s lawful duties.

(B)  Whoever  violates  this  section  is  guilty  of  obstructing  official  business.  Except  as
otherwise provided in this division, obstructing official business is a misdemeanor of the
second degree. If a violation of this section creates a risk of physical harm to any person,
obstructing official business is a felony of the fifth degree.

Effective Date: 03-10-2000

2921.29 Failure to disclose personal information.

(A)  No  person  who  is  in  a  public  place  shall  refuse  to  disclose  the  person’s  name,
address, or date of birth, when requested by a law enforcement officer who reasonably
suspects either of the following:

(1) The person is committing, has committed, or is about to commit a criminal offense.

(2) The person witnessed any of the following:

(a) An offense of violence that would constitute a felony under the laws of this state;

(b) A felony offense that causes or results in, or creates a substantial risk of, serious
physical harm to another person or to property;

(c) Any attempt or conspiracy to commit, or complicity in committing, any offense 
identified in division (A)(2)(a) or (b) of this section; 

(d) Any conduct reasonably indicating that any offense identified in division (A)(2)(a) or
(b) of this section or any attempt, conspiracy, or complicity described in division (A)(2)(c)
of this section has been, is being, or is about to be committed.

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to disclose one’s personal information,
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(C)  Nothing  in  this  section  requires  a  person  to  answer  any  questions  beyond  that
person’s  name,  address,  or  date  of  birth.  Nothing  in  this  section  authorizes  a  law
enforcement officer to arrest a person for not providing any information beyond that
person’s name, address, or date of birth or for refusing to describe the offense observed.



(D) It is not a violation of this section to refuse to answer a question that would reveal a
person’s  age  or  date  of  birth  if  age  is  an  element  of  the  crime  that  the  person  is
suspected of committing.

Effective Date: 04-14-2006

Cleveland Police Chief- McGrath recently sent a memo to his officers stating people 
can photograph, audiotape or videotape police activity in public places as long as 
they do not obstruct the officers' ability to carry out their duties. The memo states 
further that the act of filming a police officer on duty is protected by the First 
Amendment, "and an arrest or destruction of the video recording merely because it 
is offensive to the officer is not going to survive constitutional challenges and false-
arrest lawsuits." 

Ohio Wiretapping Law
Ohio's wiretapping law is a "one-party consent" law. Ohio law makes it a crime to 
intercept or record any "wire, oral, or electronic communication" unless one 
party to the conversation consents. Ohio Rev. Code § 2933.52. Thus, if you 
operate in Ohio, you may record a conversation or phone call if you are a party to 
the conversation or you get permission from one party to the conversation in 
advance. That said, if you intend to record conversations involving people located
in more than one state, you should play it safe and get the consent of all parties. 

Additionally, consent is not required for oral communications (e.g., in-person 
conversations) where the speakers does not have a reasonable expectation of 
privacy in the communication. See Ohio Rev. Code § 2933.51. This means that 
you are free to record a conversation happening between two people in a public 
place such as a street or a restaurant, so long as you are not using sensitive 
recording equipment to pick up what you otherwise would not hear. 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2933.51
http://www.citmedialaw.org/legal-guide/ohio/ohio-recording-law#%23
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2933.52
http://www.citmedialaw.org/legal-guide/recording-phone-calls-and-conversations
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